	Ref No.:   FOI-2425-SG15263

	Date FOI request received: 28 August 2024

	Date FOI response: 29 August 2024

	REQUEST: I am writing to request information regarding the waiting times for assessments and diagnoses within the memory services funded by your Integrated Care Board.

Please provide the following details:
1.    The current average waiting time from the point of referral by a General Practitioner (GP) to the first assessment appointment at the local NHS memory services within your area (essentially the waiting times to be seen by the local memory service). Could you please provide details on the longest outstanding referral, including its timescale?
2.    The current average waiting time from the first assessment to a formal diagnosis within the memory services.
3.    Please provide a detailed outline of the protocol agreed upon with the NHS Trusts for conducting assessments and diagnoses within the memory services, i.e. what does the assessment consist of, nurse assessment, scanning, consultant appointment. 

Please include data for the most recent 12-month period available.

Please provide the information in the form of a digital document (e.g., PDF or Excel format).


	OUR RESPONSE:  
1. Please see below as of 21 August 2024:

Service

Waiting Time (weeks)

Longest outstanding referral waiting for diagnosis 

Age 65+
21 weeks
47 weeks 
Young Onset Dementia Assessment Service (YODAS)
9 weeks 
20 weeks
2. Please see below as of 21 August 2024:

Service

Waiting Time (weeks)

Age 65+
4 weeks
Young Onset Dementia Assessment Service (YODAS)
16 weeks 
3.

Service

Assessment / diagnosis protocol 

Age 65+
Please see flowchart attached. Main assessment used – Addenbrooke’s Cognitive Examination (ACE III). In addition to additional scans, complex patients may be referred for assessment with neurology, neurosurgery, neuropsychology, occupational therapy or the sleep clinic as appropriate.
Young Onset Dementia Assessment Service (YODAS)
Patients are assessed by a consultant psychiatrist. This includes various assessments based on the patients’ presentation, but can included the ACE III. YODAS patients often have a multitude of tests, which may include MRI, FDG PET scan, Lumbar Puncture, neuropsychology examination by a psychologist, occupational therapy assessment, and sleep studies.



