	Ref No.: FOI/2425/SG15442



	Date FOI request received: 1st October 2024

	Date FOI response: 25th October 2024

	REQUEST & OUR RESPONSE: 

I would like to request the following information for each of the last three financial years:
Total equipment waste:

· The volume (in units) and value (in £) of medical equipment that was discarded, either by being placed in skips, incinerated or otherwise disposed of, rather than reused or recycled.
OUR RESPONSE: 
Financial Year – 2022/23:

52 x Medical Device items in total. 

£0 value. These were medical device items that were beyond economical repair/condemned. 

Financial Year – 2023/24:

863 x Medical Device items in total. 

£0 value. These were medical device items that were beyond economical repair/condemned.

Financial Year – 2024/25:

0 x Medical Device items. 

£0 value. 
· Please provide a breakdown by equipment type (e.g., walking frames, crutches, beds, etc.). OUR RESPONSE: As per the responsibilities of the Medical Device team, a Medical Device will relate to equipment which requires ongoing maintenance or any other regulatory statutory testing or monitoring necessary for their intended use for their full lifespan. Please see attached response, tab 1. 

Costs associated with waste:

· What is the annual cost of purchasing new patient medical equipment (crutches, walking frames etc) OUR RESPONSE: From our preliminary assessment, we estimate that compliance with your request would exceed the appropriate costs limit under section 12 of the Freedom of information Act 2000, currently £450, as we do not centrally record the information. 
Recycling and reuse mechanisms:

· Details of any mechanisms, schemes, or policies your Trust has in place for reusing, recycling, or donating medical equipment, including: 
· How returned equipment is processed (e.g., decontamination and refurbishment). OUR RESPONSE: In terms of Medical Equipment, as per the definition in Question 2 all returned equipment is processed as per guidance within the Trust’s Medical Devices policy. https://www.leicspart.nhs.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/Medical-Devices-Policy-Exp-Sept-24.pdf
· The percentage of equipment successfully reused or recycled. OUR RESPONSE: We do not hold this data. 
· Any partnerships with charities or external organisations to recycle or donate equipment. OUR RESPONSE: No. 
· Who is the named person in your NHS Trust responsible for holding this work. OUR RESPONSE: Mark Jones, Medical Devices Service Manager

In accordance with the Privacy and Electronic Communications (EC Directive) Regulations we withhold permission for you to either store these details on your database or make unsolicited contact for marketing purposes. 

Financial savings or revenue:

· The financial savings your Trust has made through recycling or reusing medical equipment (if applicable). OUR RESPONSE: From our preliminary assessment, we estimate that compliance with your request would exceed the appropriate costs limit under section 12 of the Freedom of information Act 2000, currently £450, as we do not centrally record the information. 
· Any revenue generated from recycling or selling used equipment, including the breakdown by equipment type. OUR RESPONSE: £6,989.80. 

Equipment types as defined in tab 2 of attached response. 
Contractor involvement:

· The total amount of money paid to contractors or suppliers for the provision of medical equipment that could potentially be reused or recycled. OUR RESPONSE: Unfortunately to date we haven’t received a response from you to our request for clarification, therefore we are unable to provide a response to this question. 
Plans for future action:

· Any current or future initiatives aimed at reducing the waste of medical equipment and improving recycling or reuse efforts. OUR RESPONSE: Yes, with auction companies, and where appropriate other charitable organisations or schemes. 
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DISPOSED EQUIPMENT BY TYPE

		Product

		BLADDER SCANNER

		BLOOD GLUCOSE METER

		CONTINUOUS PASSIVE MOTION UNIT

		DEFIBRILLATOR

		DOPPLER

		ELECTROCARDIOGRAPH

		ELECTROTHERAPY UNITS (TENS/INTERFERENTIAL UNIT)

		ENURESIS ALARM SYSTEM

		HYDRAULIC/MANUAL COUCH

		LABORATORY / PHARMACY REFRIGERATOR

		MANUAL SPHYGMOMANOMETER

		NEBULISER

		NON INVASIVE BLOOD PRESSURE MONITOR

		OTOSCOPE

		OXYGEN CONCENTRATOR

		PATIENT TRANSFER UNIT

		PATIENT TRANSFER/LIFT

		PERSONAL FLOOR-CHAIR WEIGHING SCALE

		PODIATRY NAIL DRILL

		PODIATRY TROLLEY

		PULSE OXIMETER

		SHORTWAVE DIATHERMY UNIT

		SHOWER CHAIR

		SPECIAL ELECTRODES

		SPHYGMOMANOMETER

		STROKE CHAIR

		SURGICAL ASPIRATOR/SUCTION UNIT

		SYRINGE PUMPS

		THERMOMETER

		ULTRASOUND THERAPY SYSTEM

		VITAL SIGNS MONITOR

		WEIGHING SCALES

		WHEELCHAIR





SOLD EQUIPMENT BY TYPE

		Product

		Audiology Equipment

		Bariatric air cushion pump

		Blood glucose Monitors

		Blood Pressure Cuffs

		Blood Pressure Monitors (NIBP)

		Defibrillator

		Diagnostic Audiometer Kit

		Diathermy Unit

		Ear Syringing kit

		Electrocardiagraph

		Exercise Bike

		Geiger Counter

		INR Machine

		Laboratory Fridge/Freezer

		Mattress Pump

		Nebuliser

		Oxygen Concentrator

		Patient Hoist

		Powered Stand Aid

		Shower Chair

		Sphygmomanometer

		Spirometer Calibration Pump 3L

		Spirometer kit

		Suction Unit

		Thermometer

		Tilt in Space Chair

		Ultrasound Devices

		Weighing Scales






